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She was the initiator and the first woman to graduate 
from the Institute of Anthropology and Geography of 
Ecuador, dedicated to the study of anthropology and 
ethnological and historical research, co-founder of the 
School of Anthropology and Ethnology of the Catholic 
University, passionate researcher and teacher of 
indigenous languages and worldview, winner of various 
awards. She was the director of several journals, and 
author of works covering a variety of topics in the social 
history of Ecuador, agrarian structure, population, 
ethnocultural survivals, territorial organization, 
evaluation of natural resources, among others. With her 
husband, she delved into social historical issues to find 
the reasons for the country’s current situation, extending 
the historian’s action toward its transformation. 

The Costales Samaniego spouses were an example for 
researchers of the Republic due to their perseverance, 
consistency, and patriotism. She had a special gift for 
interpreting human phenomena and the concepts of 
indigenous languages, which are not entirely phonetic. 
Her works established her as a leading figure in 
Ecuadorian culture, who, starting from archaeology 
through ethnology, rescued the heritage of values held 
by indigenous communities. She suffered from a long 
illness and passed away in Quito on September 1, 1994. 

PIEDAD PEÑAHERRERA DE 
COSTALES 
 Anthropologist  
(Quito, Ecuador, 1929-1994) 


	JOSÉ MARTÍ
	Journalist, ideologist, politician and writer
	(Cuba, 1853-1890)

	Wrote: Estudio Histórico sobre los cañaris, antiguos habitantes de la provincia del Azuay en la República del Ecuador, 1878 / Historia eclesiástica del Ecuador, desde los tiempos de la conquista hasta nuestros días, 1881 / Memoria histórica sobre Muti...
	Federico González Suárez
	Archbishop, writer, bibliophile and historian
	(Ecuador, 1844-1917)

	Manuel Orozco y Berra
	Engineer, surveyor, politician, linguist and historian
	(Mexico City 1826-1881)

	Piedad Peñaherrera de Costales
	Anthropologist
	(Quito, Ecuador, 1929-1994)

	Martha Ordoñez Albán
	Doctor in micropaleontology
	(Quito, Ecuador, june 18, 1949- December 31, 2011)

	Thelma Glass
	(United States of America, 1916-2012)

	Eunice Newton Foote
	(Scientist, climatologist, and activist (United States of America, 1819-1888)

	Artemis Torres Valenzuela
	Historian and Doctor of Philosophy
	(Guatemala)

	Raquel de María de León
	Geographer and historian(Panama. Panama, 1917-1983)

	Harriet Chalmers Adams
	Explorer, writer, photographer and geographer
	(United States of America, 1875-1937)

	Harriet Chalmers Adams
	Explorer, writer, photographer and geographer
	(United States of America, 1875-1937)

	Harriet Chalmers Adams
	Exploradora, escritora, fotógrafa y geógrafa
	(Estado Unidos de América, 1875-1937)




